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At our congregational meeting last month, changes to our consti-
tution were adopted, one of which was a brand new mission state-
ment.  This statement is an articulation of our identity as a faith 
community and a clear expression of how we think God is calling 
us to interact with God, each other, and the world.  “Who are we 
and what do we do here?” These are the questions a team of lay 
leaders wrestled with in writing a concise statement of our mis-
sion.  This statement, along with a new vision statement also 
adopted in the same process, will become the words that guide 
our life together and the decisions we will make going forward. 
This is who we are and what we do as God’s people in this partic-
ular place and time.   
 
 

“Joyfully living by grace through faith to worship, love, and serve.” 
 
I don’t think this new mission statement is going to immediately change much about 
what we’ve been doing or how we’ve been operating.  The team of people who wrote 
it used these words to describe who we are today and what we currently do.  Howev-
er, these statements are important because they serve a broader purpose.  I hope 
that the new mission and vision statements will provide direction for us into the fu-
ture, will unify us in a shared understanding of our identity and call, and will com-
municate better our purpose and function to the wider community.  
 
Being who God has made us to be and doing what God calls us to do requires some 
intentionality.  I hope you will ponder our new mission statement and think about the 
implications on our life together.  What does it mean to say we live joyfully?  What 
does it look like to live by grace through faith?  How do we place worship, love, and 
service at the center of all we do? 
 
It is my prayer that God will give us wisdom, understanding, and strength to faithfully 
become the church God needs us to be for this community, in this time and place, for 
the sake of a world in need. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Julie 
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In December we are collect-

ing 24 oz. pancake syrup for 

Prince of Peace in Hot 

Springs. Thank you for your 

help. 

Sweets, Treats, and Treble in the Village 

 

 Come and enjoy the holiday performance by 
Treble in the Village at the Joy in Christ Christmas 
Party on Sunday, December 14 at 2:00 pm.  Bring 
your favorite Christmas sweets, treats or desserts to 
be shared following the 2:00 pm show.  Come for a 
HOLLY JOLLY good time! 
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Treasurer’s Report 

         October   October   YTD  YTD       

  Actual   Budget    Actual Budget 

Income 16,936   22,625     196,498 226,250 

Expenses 19,675   22,585     216,597 225,852 

Surplus     (2,739)          40     (20,099)           398 

  

Cash on hand  506,622 

Liabilities              4,434 

Dedicated Funds 392,707 

  Operating Capital     109,481 

 
The month of October ended with a deficit of $2,739.  Income for the year-to-date was 

under budget by $29,752.  Year-to-date expenses were under budget by $9,255.  The  

operating capital, cash less liabilities and dedicated funds, is $109,481. 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask me. 

John Keller, Treasurer 

Ann Behan   December 1 
Sharon Hess  December 1 
Mary Kramer  December 1 
Beth Ytzen   December 6 
Jerry Fager   December 11 
Bud Swanson  December 11 
Jack Potash   December 13 
Joe Bardega  December 14 
Dick Coulson  December 16 
Sally Johnson  December 19 
Ron Ytzen   December 23 
Delores Nordling  December 24 
Kathleen Kinney   December 29 

Karen & Larry Letchford  December 10  (59 yrs) 
Delores & Norv Nordling  December 28  (62 yrs) 
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JOY IN CHRIST COUNCIL MINUTES 

ou are welcome to read the minutes from each 
council meeting, which are located on the church 
website,  

 joyinchristhsv.org,  at: 

   Reports/JIC Reports 

Please call the church office if you need the pass-
word. 

Advent and Christmas Services 
 

     This Advent we will be joined in our Advent mid-week services by 
Holy Trinity.  Our services will be at noon followed by a soup lunch. 
Because Christmas Eve falls on a Wednesday, there will only be 3 
mid-week services, Dec. 3rd, 10th, and 17th.  The first week we will 
worship at Joy in Christ, Pastor Julie will preach,  and we will supply the 
soup for the lunch.  Week 2 we will worship at Holy Trinity and they will 
preach and supply the soup for the lunch.  We will be back at Joy in 
Christ for the third week, but Holy Trinity will cover the preaching and 
provide the soup for the lunch.  We will be using the Holden Prayer 
service we have used in the past.  We hope you will take time to join us 
for these Advent services each week at noon as part of your preparation 
for the celebration of the birth of our Savior. 
        Our Christmas Eve service will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 24th at 
5:00 p.m.  It will be the traditional candlelight service.  Holy Trinity will 
be hosting a Lessons and Carols service on Nov. 30th at 3:00 p.m. to 
welcome in the season of Advent.  Joy in Christ will be having Lessons 
and Carols services on Dec. 27/28.   

      If you would like to 
donate a poinsettia plant to 

decorate the church this 
Advent and Christmas 

season please bring your 
plant to church anytime in 

December and either place it 
yourself, or leave in the 

kitchen to be placed for you.  
Please take your plant home 
again by Epiphany, Jan. 6th.  

Thank you so much for 
adding to the beauty of the 

season.   

 Have you purchased your ticket?  
We are celebrating the season with a 
JOY theme at the Balboa Club on 
Tuesday, December 9 at 11:00AM.  
Please bring something that says JOY 
for a show and tell session.  And don't 
forget we are asking for donations of 
women's hygiene products which will 
be taken to Potter's Clay. 

The Women of  Joy Christmas Party 

https://joyinchristhsv.org
https://www.joyinchristhsv.org
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Love Lunches on Dec. 7th 
 

     Our congregation will once again have the oppor-
tunity to serve Love Lunches to those in need in Hot Springs on Sunday, 

Dec. 7th.  This will be our Christmas treat for our guests that day.  We are 
asking for at least 

8 bakers who would be willing to share 2 dozen of their 
Christmas cookies for the lunches that day.  If we have more cookies, we 

can share more.  Who doesn’t like Christmas cookies?  The weather will be 
getting colder as we move into December, so we would like to collect 
socks, hats, gloves, etc. to distribute that day as well.  Please bring 

your donations and place them in the offering baskets at our 
services.  We hope your generosity in the past will be matched again this 

 
Let’s Thank Our Staff 

 
Christmas time is a time to say thank you 
to our hard-working staff members. Please 
use the envelope at the rear of your packet 
marked “Special Offering – Christmas Gift 
for Staff” to show your appreciation. 
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Special thanks to the Worship & Music Com-
mittee who provided refreshments before 

worship during the month of November.  

In December, the Communication 

& Christian Education Committees 

 will be providing the goodies. 

All are welcome! 
WISDOM 

--- Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes &  
     Song of Songs 

PROPHECY 

--- Isaiah through Malachi 
Tuesdays—3:30 pm—5:00 pm 

Contact Jerry Fager or Erwin Hoeft 

 
 
 

        As you begin to plan for Christmas 2025, I hope you will consider the Good Gifts 
program of the ELCA as a possible source of gifts for friends or family.  We will have 
catalogs available at church for you to take home and look through, or you can go online 
to ELCA.org/goodgifts and place your order online.  Catalog orders have the option of 
ordering cards for you to send to tell your friend or loved one about the gift given in their 
name.  If you order online, personalized, FREE, printed cards will be sent directly to your 
loved ones.  
  
       This fund-raising program of the ELCA supports specific ministries in 83 different 
countries, including here in the United States.  More than 90% of your gifts directly 
support these programs, less than 10% goes to administration and fund raising.  Your gift 
is tax-deductible as allowed by law.  You will receive a receipt of your gift for your 
records.  
  
      Please consider giving a pig or chicks or maybe a goat in honor of a grandchild. 
Maybe a water filter, school supplies or a warm blanket in honor of a friend.  Backpack 
food supplies or meals in a soup kitchen are also items you can give in honor of someone 
special.  Your gift to the Good Gifts program could make a big difference in the life of 
someone nearby or in a land far away.   

Good Gifts for 
Christmas 2025 
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Women of Joy 

You are invited……... 

The Women of Joy invite you to attend the Holiday Craft Fair at the Village United 
Methodist Church on Carmona, Saturday, December 6 from 

9 am to 2 pm.  We will be selling baked goods, crafts, and LEFSE.  Proceeds from 
this sale are given to a worthy cause such as the Prince of Peace Food Pantry and Love 
Lunches.  The recipient(s) of this year's sale will be determined by a vote next month.  
You can help us with your donation of homemade baked goods or crafted items.  We also 
welcome your help on Friday and Saturday.  Sign-up sheets are in the narthex.  Please 
contact: Dianne Degner if you have questions.   

If there are unsold baked goods or lefse, we will have it available for purchase at 
the Saturday and Sunday services. 

 

Hello to all you 
Singles ...we are 
missing many of 
you...however, the 
five of us that 
came to Home 
Plate for lunch on 
Nov. 12 had a 
wonderful time. 
We did miss the 
cheerful chatter of 
everyone, but we 
had a nice visit. T 

The main subject of our discussion 
was that I (Sally Johnson) have decided 
to retire. I have been the coordinator of 
Singles for 11 years. That is 12 times a 
year for 11 years. I am not well and 
spend a lot of time in doctors offices and 
resting at home. If one of you Singles 
would like to follow in my foot-steps, 
please call me and we can get some fresh 
ideas and suggestions into the group. It 
has been a wonderful time for me and I 
enjoyed every minute of being with you 
but now I would like to turn my job over 
to a fresh, eager, willing person.  

Adios para ahora (goodbye for 
now), Sally. 

Many thanks to those who came out on a cold 

wet day to assist with “Greening of the Church”.  

The church has been beautifully decorated as we 

celebrate this special season. 

Greening of the Church 



Office Hours 

Tues, Wed, Thurs, 

Friday 

10:00 - 2:00 

501-915-9569 

Bookkeeper-Tues.10am-Noon 

SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 
 

1 2 

1:00 pm Lake 
Forest 

3:30 Wisdom & 
Prophecy Bible 

3 
 

12 Advent Service 
followed by Soup 

Lunch 
 

4 
10am BibleProject 

 
 

5 

3:00 pm 

Finance 

 6 

4:30 pm 

Hospitality 

5 pm Worship 

7 

LOVE LUNCHES 

8:30 am 

Hospitality 

9 am Worship 

 

8 
 

12:30 Mahjong 
 
 

 

9   
9am Council 

 
11am WOJ Christ-

mas Party 
3:30 pm Wisdom 

& Prophecy 

10 

12 noon Advent 
Service at Holy 

Trinity 

 

3 pm Property 
Meeting 

11 

10am BibleProject 
 
 
 

12 

 
 
 

13 

 

 

4:30 pm 

Hospitality  

5 pm Worship  

14 

8:30 am 

Hospitality 

9 am Worship 

 2pm Joy in 
Christ 

Christmas Party 
 

15 
12:30 

Mahjong 
 

10:30 Focus 
Christmas Party 

1:00 pm Stephen 
Ministry 

16 

 

 

3:30pm Wisdom & 

Prophecy Bible  

17 

 

12 Advent Service 
followed by Soup 

Lunch 

18 
 

10am BibleProject 
 
 

19 

NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES DUE 

 

 

 

20  

 

4:30 pm 

Hospitality  

5 pm Worship 

21 

8:30 am 

Hospitality  

9 am Worship 

 

 

22 

 
 

12:30 

Mahjong 

23 

 

 

 

24  5pm Christmas   

Eve Service 
25 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

26  

 

27 

 

4:30 pm 

Hospitality  

5 pm Worship  

 

28 

8:30 am 

Hospitality 

9 am Worship 

 

29 

 
12:30 

Mahjong 

30 

8 am Breakfast 

 

31 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 


